
Fellow Rotarians, 

I t  i s  m y  p l e a s u r e  t o 
welcome you to week 15 of 
this Rotary year, a year in 
that we have all agreed to 

Unite, to connect the world. 
 
The deadline for the submission of the 

applica�on of our RYLA candidates closed 4th 
o f  O c to b e r  2 0 1 9 .  Re s p o n s e s  to  t h e 
redemp�on of Pledges has been very low, as at 
the �me of this wri�ng the followings are the 
Rotarians who have paid.
 
(1) PDG Raji 25,000 (2) PAG Adegbite 25,000 

(3) Rotn.  Kupola� Williams 25,000 (4) Rotn. 
Alozie Nsirimobi 25,000 (5) IPP Basirat Giwa 
25,000 (6) PE Isola Ogunsola 25,000 (7) Rotn.  
Akinwale Odutola 25,000 (8) Rotn. Folusho 
Onagoruwa 25,000 (9)  Rotn.  Muyiwa 
Matuluko 25,000 (10) Rotn. Adeshina Koiku 
50,000.
 
I ask others to please redeem their pledges so 

that we could forward the applica�on of our 
candidates without further delays as the RYLA 
booth screening starts in few days.
 
The much talked about West African Project 

Fair, Liberia 2019 is some days away, all willing 
to a�end should please contact Rotn. 
Jaiyesimi as �cket to fly will be necessary. 
Kindly note that, registra�on for the Fair itself 
which costs $175 is very important, this can 
however be done on arrival in Liberia or paid 
here at the District. Our President Elect, 
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Service project chair and my humble self are 
all ready and prepared to par�cipate and 
showcase our project at the fair and we look 
forward to achieving success by his grace.
 
Lastly from me, I will like to kindly request 

that we pay up all our outstanding annual 
dues so that the smooth running of the Club 
will not be hampered in any way as the year 
progresses.

Please let us also remember The Rotary 
Founda�on, our contribu�on so far is s�ll 
very low. I will want to ask that we all look 
outside the club in making sure we increase 
our contribu�on greatly.

Please let us also remember to a�end the 
80th Birthday of the mum of our Rotarian 
Bukky Odude which comes up on the 12th of 
October in Ijebu Ala. Dress code is our 
inves�ture Emerald Green. Fellow Rotarians, 
please let us a�end in our good numbers to 
support and celebrate with our own.
 
Remember, we are on a "mission to retain”
 
Yours in Rotary Service
 
Rotn. Akinwale Odutola
President 2019/20
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BIRTHDAY
7th October   Rotn. Segun Adeyeye
8th October   Rotn. Oladipo Taiwo
11th October   Rotn. Alozie Nsirimobi

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
9th October   Rotn, Nkechi Arizor
10th October   Rotn. Augus�ne Orohundusi

Fellow Rotarians,

W e  k n o w  t h a t  e v e r y 
organiza�on has two sets of 
customers i.e. internal and 
external customers therefore, 
we the members of RC Gbagada 
are the first customers of RC 

Gbagada before we reach out to the general public, 
on that note I say Happy Customer’s Week to us all. 
Have you taken the survey? If not, please ensure you 
do as it is designed to help the club improve its 
service.

It seems the celebra�on of the World’s Teachers’ Day 
over the weekend, has brought out the great teacher 
in our Doyen as it is A-B-C �me at the Doyen’s corner.
Our  communica�on co lumn returns  wi th 
Organiza�onal power in this edi�on.

On the “mission to retain” please let us all endeavor 
to fulfill our outstanding obliga�ons in terms of dues, 
TRF/EREY contribu�ons and pledges.

Do have a happy and beau�ful week.

Rotarian. Olanrewaju O’nezer
Editor.

1. Economic & Community Development Seminar 8th October
2. 80th Birthday Party for Rotn. Bukky Odude’s Mum 12th October
3. West African Project Fair, Liberia  12th-16th October
4. Board Mee�ng    29th October
5. Group D We Care /Spouses Fun Nite  30th October

• What are Rotary Global Networking 
 groups?
o Groups of Rotarians united around 
 par�cular interests
• What are the two types of Rotary Global 
 Networking groups? 
o Rotary Fellowships and Rotary Ac�on 
 Groups
• What was the original mo�o of Rotary -  
 before the one currently used?
o "One profits most who serves best”

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW ROTARY?

UPCOMING EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF GBAGADA, DISTRICT 
9110 HELD AT GOLFVIEW HOTEL IKEJA GRA, LAGOS.
DATE: 2nd October 2019 
ATTENDANCE

Members:  Odutola, Abidoye, Adedeji, Adelaja, Adeyeye, Akinleye, 
Ayeni Samuel, Ayodele, Banjo, Chikwendu, Dikko, Durojaiye, Erinle, 
Farinu, Iran�ola, Kasim, Koiku, Kupola�, Lawal Babatunde, Matuluko, 
Ogunbanwo, Ogunsola, Olawoyin, Olubowale, Orohundunsi, 
Osunrinde, Shoga, Soluade, Tikolo, Williamson 
Visi�ng Rotarian
1. Rotn. Folasade Koiku       RC Maryland
Guests 
1. Oladapo Jobi
2. Busola Osofundiya
3. Tominiyi Oni
The mee�ng commenced at exactly 7.08pm.
Rotary Grace:  Rotn. Tosin Olawoyin 
Object of Rotary: Rotn. Segun Adeyeye
4 Way Test:  Rotn. Dapo Banjo
Sergeant-At-Arms: Rotn. Williams Kupola� 

PRESIDENT’S INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
The Rotarian President, Rotarian Akintola Odutola welcomed 
everyone to the mee�ng. He briefed members about the club ac�vi�es 
for the preceding week. 
He thanked members that a�ended the District Tree Plan�ng Seminar 
on 27th September 2019 where the Club was adjudged as the 2nd best 
club in tree plan�ng ac�vi�es. 
He also reported the visit to the widow of PP Abiodun Oredein on 
October 1, 2019. The President equally appreciated the Gbagada 
Rotarians that came out for the visit despite the heavy rain. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The President asked for comments and correc�ons on the minutes of 
the last mee�ng. Rotn.. Erica Chikwendu subsequently moved a 
mo�on for the adop�on of the minutes and the mo�on was seconded 
by Rotn. Dapo Banjo. 

TRAINING
The Club Trainer, PAG Lai Abidoye introduced the speaker for the day. 
He assured members that the speaker, PP Fowoke Williamson was well 
prepared to give a presenta�on on We Care. 
PP Williamson credited PDG Niji Raji as the originator of the We Care 
idea in 1997 following the death of one of our members. She also 
talked about the ra�onale behind We Care as well as the different roles 
and responsibili�es of We Care leaders and members. 
PAG Abidoye raised 2 issues concerning training of Rotarians. 
1. He talked about the need for a Pre-induc�on training for the 
members awai�ng induc�on and asked the President to fix a date for 
the training 
2. He also men�oned the issue of the online training modules 
for members. 
The Rotarian President appointed Rotn.. Tola Okanlawon and Dapo 
Banjo for the online training program while promising to get back to 
the Club trainer concerning the date for the Pre-induc�on training. 

WE CARE FUN NIGHT 
The President appreciated members of We Care Group C for a 
wonderful hos�ng in the month of September. He then charged Group 
D to keep up the good work. He also informed members that some 
district leaders, having heard of the beau�ful programme had signified 
their inten�on to a�end the We Care fun night for the month of 
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October. 

POLIO CONCERT 
The President announced that the Keep Polio at Zero Concert will be 
coming up on the 3rd November 2019. Though two tables had already 
been booked by RC Gbagada members, he encouraged other members 
to make their bookings in order to a�end the programme. 
PAG Lanre Kasim equally encouraged good a�endance from the club. 
He also appealed to the Club to partly sponsor the cocktail at the event 
for the sum of ₦500,000. 

ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS (RYLA)
Members were encouraged to support the RYLA programme by 
sponsoring and nomina�ng candidates for the upcoming RYLA. The 
President also appealed to members that were yet to redeem their 
pledges to do so in good �me for the club to make payment. He said 
that the Club planned to sponsor 50 candidates for RYLA. 

OTHER ROTARY INFORMATION
• Economic and Community Development Seminar coming up 
on 8th October 2019 at the District Office. 
• West African Project Fair will be coming up between 12th and 
16th of October 2019 in Monrovia, Liberia. 
BULLETIN REVIEW
Rotn.. Gbenga Olubowale did a fantas�c review of the current edi�on 
of the weekly bulle�n. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Service Projects: The Chairman of Service Projects, Rotn. Tosin 
Olawoyin made a presenta�on on the status of the Club’s service 
projects. 
PDG Deinde Shoga however expressed concerns that the Chairmen of 
avenues of service were not present at the mee�ng. He also decried 
the poor a�endance at board mee�ngs. He opined that the Service 
Project Chair was not fully prepared for the business mee�ng. 
Finance: The Treasurer, Rotn. Bayo Erinle made a presenta�on on 
statement of income and expenditure for the month ending August 31, 
2019. He promised to post the details of the statement on the Club’s 
official WhatsApp pla�orm. 

BIRTHDAY/ WEDDING ANNIVERSSARY CELEBRANTS
Rotn. Gbenga Olubowale was given a signed gree�ngs card to 
commemorate his 25th wedding anniversary. 
ROTARIAN OF THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2019 
PDG Deinde Shoga was recognized as the Rotarian of the month of 
September due to his 100% a�endance at mee�ngs. 
AG Tayo Adelaja however said that a�endance at social func�ons and 
other mee�ngs should be captured in the a�endance record 
SERGEANT-AT-ARM COLLECTIONS 
Total SAA collec�ons for the day stood at ₦60,000 

TOAST
AG Tayo Adelaja gave the toast. 

CLOSING
The mee�ng ended at 9.04pm with members reci�ng the Na�onal 
Pledge. 

‘Bamidele Ayodele 
Secretary



BUSINESS MEETING

PHOTO REEL
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DOYEN’S CORNER  

26 LIFE PRINCIPLES

A - *ACCEPT*. Accept others for who they 
are and for the choices they have made 
even if you have difficulty understanding 
their beliefs, mo�ves or ac�ons.

*B* - *BREAK AWAY*. Break away from 
everything that stands in the way of what 
you hope to accomplish with your life.

*C* -*CREATE*. Create a family of friends whom you can share 
your hopes, dreams, sorrows, and happiness together.

*D* - *DECIDE*.  Decide that you’ll be successful and happy 
come what may, and good things will find you. The roadblocks 
are only minor obstacles along the way.

*E* - *EXPLORE*. Explore & experiment. The world has much to 
offer, and you have much to give. And every �me you try 
something new, you’ll learn more about yourself.

*F* - *FORGIVE*. Grudges only weigh you down and inspire 
unhappiness & grief. Soar above it and remember that everyone 
makes mistakes.

*G* - *GROW*. Leave the childhood monsters behind. They can 
no longer hurt you or stand in your way.

*H* - *HOPE*. Hope for the best and never forget that anything 
is possible if you remain dedicated to the task.

*I* - *IGNORE*. Ignore the nega�ve voice inside your head. 
Focus  instead  on  your  goa ls  and  remember  your 
accomplishments. Your past success is only a small inkling of 
what the future holds.

*J*- *JOURNEY*. Journey to new worlds, new possibili�es, is 
mostly by remaining open-minded. Try to learn something new 
every day and you will grow in Knowledge.

*K* - *KNOW*. Know that no ma�er how bad things seem, to be 
they will always get be�er.

*L* -*LOVE*. Let love fill your heart instead of hate. When hate 
is in your heart, there is no room for anything else, but when 
love is in your heart, there’s room for endless happiness.

*M* - *MANAGE*. Manage your �me and your expenses wisely, 
and you’ll suffer less stress and worry. Then you’ll be able to 
focus on the important things in life.

*N* - *NOTICE*. Never ignore the poor, infirm, helpless, weak, 
or suffering people. Offer your assistance when possible, an 
always your kindness and understanding.
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*O* - *OPEN*. Open your eyes and take in all the beauty around 
you. Even during the worst of �mes, there’s s�ll much to be 
thankful for.

*P* - *PLAY*. Never forget to have fun along the way. Success 
means nothing without happiness.

*Q* - *QUESTION*. Ask many ques�ons, because you are here 
to learn & be informed.

*R* - *RELAX*. Refuse to let worry and stress rule your life and 
remember that things always have a way of working out in the 
end.

*S* - *SHARE*. Share your talent, skills, knowledge, and �me 
with others. Everything that you invest in others will return to 
you many �mes mul�plied.

*T* - *TRY*. Even when your dreams seem impossible to reach, 
try anyway. You’ll be amazed by what you can accomplish.

*U* - *USE*. Use your gi�s to your best ability. Talent that is 
wasted has no value. Talent that is made into efforts will bring 
unexpected rewards.

*V* - *VALUE*. Value the friends and family members who have 
supported and encouraged you and be there for them as well.

*W* - *WORK*. Work hard every day to be the best person you 
aspire to be, but never feel guilty if you fall short of your goals. 
Every sunrise offers a second chance.

  *X* - *X-RAY*. Look deep inside the hearts of those around you 
and you will see the goodness and beauty within.

*Y* - *YIELD*.  Yield to commitment. If you stay on track and 
remain dedicated, you will find success at the end of the road.

*Z* - *ZOOM*.  Zoom to a happy place when bad memories or 
sorrow rears its ugly head. Let nothing interfere with your goals. 
Instead, focus on your abili�es, in your dreams, and a brighter 
tomorrow.

Let’s focus on our “Mission to Retain” as we “Connect the 
World”

Yours in Rotary Service
Adeniji Raji (mni)
Governor 1997-98
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Rotary being an interna�onal organiza�on has always occupied a place of respect for me, especially 
with all the community development projects by various Rotary Clubs.

The 4-Tests of Rotary is therefore a creed I have known for decades back then in my school days and lived by, 
though I was not in the Rotaract Club and I just joined the award-winning Rotary Club of Gbagada less than a 
year ago.

My joining the Rotary was long coming, with the influence of colleagues and friends like the Late PAG Akin 
Olawore FNIVS, FRICS and PP Tosin Kadiri of RC Ikeja to men�on a few. I therefore was introduced by a 
revered senior colleague and a senior Rotarian, PAG Sir Dipo Onabanjo to our Doyen, PDG Niji Raji mni, who 
introduced me to RC Gbagada, and he has been a wonderful mentor.

My experiences at RC Gbagada have been wonderful to say the least. From the weekly fellowships to the District Conference at 
Abeokuta in 2019 where the 'Mayor of the universe' received me warmly as roommate, the friendship has been very welcoming 
and inclusive. 

The We Care programmes and fellowships have also been helpful for my integra�on into the Gbagada family. It has helped to 
prove that Rotary is a family club. I was a li�le surprised when the Sergeant-At- Arm, PDG Dehinde Shoga, asked those of us with 
our spouses to make a statement' a�er those without their spouses on the night were 'fined' for not bringing their spouses, but it 
was all in the giving spirit of Rotary. We were all happy to do it.
That is Rotary about giving back to the community. From the Kickout Polio programme to the school building and furnishing 
projects which members contributed to. The contributory giving is what makes it easier for everyone to be part of a be�er world 
by contribu�ng their quota.
In all, Rotary has been a wonderful experience of friends and family impac�ng the society posi�vely. Being a Rotarian in RC 
Gbagada is a huge sweetener!

Yours truly,
Rotarian Dotun Bamigbola

ROTN. DOTUN BAMIGBOLA

MY ROTARY STORY


